Mr. David Thomas / Ms. Wendy Kerzman / Mrs. Ellwood
12th Advanced Composition
Hillgrove High School, Fall 2019
Rm. 2217
david.thomas@cobbk12.org
wendy.kerzman@cobbk12.org
emily.ellwood@cobbk12.org
Course Description: Advanced Composition and Research is a class that focuses on writing in order to better prepare you for writing both during and after high school.  The class is designed for a rigorous study of writing that will take you far beyond the skills which one acquires in a traditional, literature survey course.  During this semester, you will write between four and five major papers of varying genres.  In addition, you will write several smaller essays of both a formal and an informal nature.

Textbooks:  This course does not necessitate a school provided text book.  However, you will be responsible for acquiring defined ‘anchor’ texts for each unit.  If you have issues in purchasing these texts, please see me.
Text to be purchased (Students must purchase)
The  Alchemist Paulo Coelho
1984 – George Orwell
I Am the Messenger Markus Zusak
Materials/Supplies Needed Daily:

Blue/black pen and pencil
******JOURNAL: Notebook. College ruled, one subject, spiral bound******
3-ring binder with dividers and notebook paper
Grading Procedure:

Standards based grading categories:
Reading literature / Reading across the Curriculum = 30 %
Writing & Conventions = 30%
Speaking / Listening / Viewing = 10%
Final  = 10%
Senior Project = 20%

          * research paper = 10% 
          * showcase = 5%

          * presentation = 5%

Grading system point breakdowns for the semester
Major essays                  
100 points

Projects                          
100 points
Presentations                  
100 points

Research paper               
100 points

   Quizzes        
                     
10 – 50 points

  Daily / Homework          
0 – 20 points

Tutoring 
Tutoring will be available Tuesday and Wednesday mornings and by request.  Please let me know if you are coming before school for tutoring.
Behavior
3 Strikes Policy: Strike 1 (Cue-can be verbal or nonverbal); Strike 2 (we speak outside the classroom); Strike 3 (detention and/or referral.  Detentions are before school at 7:30-8:00 or after school from 3:30-4:00)

Behavior and discipline is a simple concept in this class.  Respect yourself and others (e.g. raise your hand when wanting to speak, do not speak over others, do not enter late to class, etc.).  Discipline will occur on an individual basis but will following process:  teacher-student conference, teacher-student-parent conference, administrative referral. 

HILLGROVE HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 2016-2017
SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

TEACHER:  
David Thomas / Wendy Kerzman
COURSE:  Advanced Composition and research

Parents, please check the boxes to the left indicating your agreement to the following:

· I have reviewed the class syllabus and understand the grading policy and texts required.

· I understand the academic integrity policy.

· I give my child permission to view G, PG or PG13 movies/videos/film clips if they are related to the curriculum of the class.

· I am willing to be contacted by email, phone, and regular mail regarding my student’s progress.

· I have access to the Internet and will access the Synergy parent feature to check on my child's progress.  

· I understand that teachers will make every effort to post grades within two weeks upon 
· I understand that I am unable to make up any work on days in which the absence is Unexcused.

· Receipt of student work. However, posting of grades for larger assessments/tasks may take longer than two weeks.

· **I give permission for my child’s image to be used for classroom seating charts and associated classroom management.

(Print) Student Name

Student Signature


(Print) Parent Name

Parent Signature

(H)







(W)

Parent telephone numbers

Parent e-mail

Novels for this semester:  1984 (George Orwell), Hole in My Life (Jack Gantos), Waisted (Dr. Aaron Levy), Current event-research-and newspaper articles.

COMMENTS:  

RETURN THIS FORM WITH BOTH SIGNATURES BY Friday, January 10 

Please feel free to contact the teacher if you have any additional questions or concerns.

