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  Noun Clauses 
    The noun clause is the third kind of subordinate clause. A noun clause is a clause used as a noun in a sentence. Like a noun, a noun clause can be used as a subject, an object of the verb, a predicate word, or an object of a preposition. 


           Subject: Whoever wants the last piece of cake can have it. 

  
 Direct Object: We don’t know where the rehearsal is.
 Object of Preposition: Everyone was please by how well the ceremony went. 

          Predicate Noun: The decision was that the defendant was innocent. 
    Recognizing Noun Clauses. Underline the noun clause in each of these complex sentences. Write how each is used. 


1. I forgot what you said. ___________________________________________________

2. Who the new captain will be has not been announced. __________________________

3. How it happened is still a mystery. _________________________________________

4. Everyone agreed that the price was reasonable. _______________________________

5. No one knew what to do next. ____________________________________________

6. Frank doesn’t know what he should wear. ___________________________________


7. Whatever you choose will be fine. _________________________________________

8. This organization provides help to whoever needs it. ___________________________

9. Derrick’s problem was how he could earn the money. __________________________

10. Paula decided what we should bring. ______________________________________


11. What the members want is a new club room. ________________________________


12. The team had decided where they are moving. _______________________________


13. The engineer stated that she could design the foundation. ______________________

14. Nancy knew where the museum was. ______________________________________

15. A cheeseburger is what I ordered. _________________________________________

16. The solution was the Margaret would leave early. ____________________________

17. The audience was amazed by how the trick was done. _________________________

18. Passengers were told why the flight was delayed. ____________________________
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      A Review of Subordinate Clauses 
    You have learned about the three kinds of clauses in complex sentences: adverb clauses, adjective clauses, and noun clauses. The use of a clause in a sentence determines what kind of clause it is. A clause used as a noun is a noun clause. A clause used as a modifier is an adverb or an adjective clause, depending on the part of speech of the word being modified by the clause. 

    Identifying Subordinate Clauses. Underline the subordinate clause in each of these complex sentences, Write whether it is a Noun, Adjective, or Adverb clause. 


1. When the shipment arrives we will collect the money.__________________________ 


2. The club, which welcomes visitors, meets on Tuesdays. ________________________


3. Diving is a skill that requires concentration. __________________________________


4. Experts predicted that the election would be close. _____________________________


5. Do you know where the Greek restaurant is? _________________________________


6. Is that the flute that you carved? ___________________________________________


7. Terry didn’t hear what the score was. _______________________________________


8. The trees that David planted are elms. _______________________________________


9. Homework was collected before class started._________________________________


10. Peg phoned the store when her order was not delivered. ________________________


11. What the van needs is a pain job. __________________________________________


12. The class visited the house where Lincoln had lived. __________________________


13. Sean, who was late, had missed the bus. ____________________________________


14. The driver was curious about where the rod led. ______________________________


15. Before you sign the contract, you should read it carefully. ______________________


16. Unless the product has a guarantee, Pete won’t buy it. _________________________


17. The umpire said that the runner was safe. ___________________________________


18. Robert read the report that I had written. ____________________________________


19. How the spaceship worked puzzled everyone. _______________________________


20. Enrico turned down the radio so he could hear. _______________________________
