Senior Project Research Paper Informational Packet

Concepts / Goals:

· ELA12W1:  The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals a satisfying closure.
· ELA12W2:  The student produces expository (informational) writing to explain an idea or concept and/or convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently.
· The student produces persuasive writing that clearly, logically, and purposefully applies persuasive writing strategies acquired in previous grades in other genres of writing and in a variety of writing situations such as expository compositions, historical investigative reports, and literary analysis, by raising the level of critical thinking skills and rhetorical techniques and the sophistication of the language and style.
· ELA12W3:  The student uses research and technology to support writing.
· ELA12C1:  The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.
Paper Requirements

· 5 separate sources: A source may include any article retrieved from the Cobb Virtual Library or appropriate online source (websites ending in .edu, .gov, .org). 

· Personal interview:  your interview is a requirement and counts as one of your 5 sources.

· Modern Language Association (MLA) Style

· Works Cited page which must adhere to the MLA style

· 3-5 pages in length

· Evidence of the writing process: You will want to have proof of your brainstorming, outlining, and drafting.  You can use this evidence in the extra section of your senior project portfolio.  
· Extended Outline: The extended outline format is listed below.
· Annotated Bibliography: 10 Sources summarized and documented.
ELEMENTS OF ALL PAPERS

1) All essays have a thesis Statement:  This is the most important sentence in your entire paper.  Every body paragraph should be made with the intent of supporting your thesis.  Your thesis presents a side to an argument.  It is an answer to a question.  Not every topic is something to be argued, but you must make the statement sound like you are proving something…because that is what you are doing with this paper.  You are proving something to the reader.

2) Don’t choose a topic that is TOO broad. If you choose an enormous topic like poverty, or pollution, or racism, you will have to scale it down what ASPECT(s) will you cover in your essay? (You're not going to write an entire encyclopedia on the entire topic!)  

3) All essays have introductions and conclusions:

i. A conclusion may summarize; may inspire the reader to further thought or action; may return to the beginning by repeating key words, phrases, or ideas; or may surprise the reader by providing a particularly convincing example to support a thesis.  You will not write your introduction and conclusion until the entire paper is drafted.  

4) All essays are divided into 3 body sections.  Each section of the paper will contain multiple paragraphs.  Paragraphs focus on a single topic which relates back to the thesis statement.  Paragraphs generally span from ¼ to ¾ of a page when typed and double spaced.  Readers do not like to follow a thought for too long.  Retention is lost in paragraphs which are too short or too long.   

5) All paragraphs have representations of the following types of sentences: Topic sentence, concluding sentence, claim, evidence and interpretation.  

i. The placement and ratio of topic sentences and concluding sentences does not often vary.  

ii. Your evidence to interpretation ratio should be about 3 : 1 (commentary : concrete detail).

iii. Evidence are facts which you use to prove points which are not common knowledge.  Assertions or commentary made must be supported with concrete detail.  Because paragraphs are focused on ideas which stem from the thesis statement, each paragraph will need evidence in order to prove the idea.  

1. Example statements which need citation

a. “Fashion proves to be an overwhelming focus of teenagers.”

b. “Archery is a difficult sport which requires intense training”

c. “Dog grooming is not a simple, one step process”

iv. Depth over breadth EVERY SINGLE TIME (A dog will never find his buried bone if he does not dig long enough in one spot.)

v. When researching, make a list of sources you won't use, sources you might use, and sources you will definitely use. Make bibliography cards for the latter two right away. Photocopy all material that you might or will use--even pamphlets and personal books. This will save you time later, should you need to return to the library. If you conduct a good deal of research, the first list will help you keep up with sources you've already checked

vi. Outline:  All papers must be outlined in order to look at ideas and isolate information.

1. Extended Outline Format

a. At the top of the page: Thesis Statement:

b. Paper Sections:  If you were forced to divide your paper into 3 or 4 sections, what would be the title of those sections?  State those sections below the thesis statement.

c. Uppercase letters (A, B, C, etc) Paper sections mentioned above.

d. Roman Numerals: Statement of paragraph topic.

e. Lowercase letters: Evidence with citation
f. Lowercase Roman Numerals: Interpretation (groups of sentences)

SPECIFIC TYPES OF ESSAYS

Cause Effect

1) A presentation of an event, phenomenon, or trend. Your reader must first understand what you are talking about and be given a thorough background. 

i. The degree of explanation depends on the complexity of the issue. If it's a simple issue, a writer might be able to explain it in the introduction. If it's a complex issue, a writer might need a paragraph after the introduction which goes into more detail. You may have to prove that a trend exists, for instance, before you can argue the cause/effect.

2) The Cause and effects will be broken into parts with each part being the focus of a section of your paper.

3) A convincing argument is necessary to persuade your readers that the proposed causes or results are at least as plausible or reasonable as their own.

4) More than one cause and effect may be used in this paper but you will want to limit your essay to one or two major points or issues.

5) Outline a specific event that will be considered to be the “cause” in your cause and effect essay.  It is here that you would talk about why this particular cause is important or should be important. Once you have introduced an important cause, you can introduce what effects are of the cause.  What happened as a result?  What was the consequence? Why does the consequence matter? Is the cause something that needs to be repeated to get more of the desired effect, or should less of it be done?
6) REFER TO THE FOLLOWING website for diagram information on cause effect essays. http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/causeandeffect/
------------------------------------------

· Argumentative Essay
1) You will want to use this essay if you are focusing on a controversial topic in which you would like to argue for or against one side or the other.
2) The art of argumentation is not an easy skill to acquire. Many people might think that if one simply has an opinion, one can argue it effectively, and these folks are always surprised when others don't agree with them because their logic seems so correct. Additionally, writers of argumentation often forget that their primary purpose in an argument is to "win" it--to sway the reader to accept their point of view. It is easy to name call, easy to ignore the point of view or research of others, and extremely easy to accept one's own opinion as gospel, even if the writer has not checked his or her premise in a couple of years, or, as is the case for many young writers, never questioned the beliefs inherited from others.

3) Choose your topic carefully: one of the first things you must do is become an expert on the issue. When you pick a topic, you should avoid writing about issues that cannot be won, no matter how strongly you might feel about them. The five hottest topics of our time seem to be gun control, abortion, capital punishment, freedom of speech, and probably the most recent, euthanasia, or the right to die. If possible, avoid writing about these topics because they are either impossible to "win," or because your instructor is probably sick of reading about them and knows all the pros and cons by heart (this could put you at a serious disadvantage). The topics may be fine reading material, however, because most people are somewhat aware of the problems and can then concentrate on understanding the method of argument itself. But care should be taken that if you read one side, you also read the other. Far too many individuals only read the side that they already believe in. These issues cannot be won for good reason: each touches on matters of faith and beliefs that for many people are unshakable and deeply private.

4) An argumentative essay does not merely assert an opinion; it presents an argument, and that argument must be backed up by data that persuades readers that the opinion is valid. This data consists of facts, statistics, the testimony of others through personal interviews and questionnaires or through articles and books, and examples. The writer of an argumentative essay should seek to use educated sources that are nonbiased, and to use them fairly. It is therefore best to avoid using hate groups as a source, although you can use them briefly as an example of the seriousness of the problem. Talk shows fall into the same category as they are frequently opinionated or untrue.

5) Format for argumentative essay:

· Paragraph 1: General introduction of the problem. Thesis statement which states your opinion. 

· Paragraph 2-3: History of the problem (including, perhaps, past attempts at a solution). Sources needed 

· Paragraph 4-6: Extent of the problem (who is affected; how bad is it, etc.). Sources needed 

· Paragraphs 7-8: Repercussion of the problem if not solved. Sources needed. 

· Paragraphs 9-10: You should have led up to a conclusion that your argument is sound. Pull it all together by connecting your argument with the facts. Anticipate objections and make concessions. 

· Paragraph 11: Conclusion: 
6) Rhetorical devices:  These devices are crucial in argumentative writing.  You will want to use one of these devices in your paper.  Refer to the following website in order to find detailed explanations of varying rhetorical devices. 
· http://www.essay-guide.net/rhetorical_devices.php
------------------------------------------

· Comparison and Contrast Essay
1) Writing a comparison/contrast paper involves comparing and contrasting two subjects. A comparison shows how two things are alike. A contrast shows how two things are different.
2) When you choose a topic, be sure not to choose two totally unrelated subjects.  You must start with subjects that have some basic similarities.  For instance, you could choose to compare/contrast two movies, two authors, two modes of transportation, or two sports figures, but you would not want to try to compare train travel and Babe Ruth! 

3) Organizing the Essay 

· The introduction of your essay should mention both subjects and end with a strong and clearly defined thesis statement. 

· There are two primary ways to organize the body of your paper, the divided pattern and the alternating pattern. 

· To follow the divided pattern, give all supporting details for one subject and then give all supporting details for the other subject:

· (example comparing and contrasting Autumn and Spring) 

· Body paragraphs 1-3: Discuss and give details for subject 1 (Autumn)

· Body paragraphs 4-6: Discuss and give supporting details for subject 2 (Spring)

· To follow the alternating pattern, alternate the details from one side of the comparison or contrast to the other:
· Body paragraph 1: Discuss and give supporting details for subject 1 (Autumn)
· Discuss and give supporting details for subject 2 (Spring)
· Discuss and give further supporting details for subject 1 (Autumn)
· Discuss and give further  supporting details for subject 2 (Spring)
Note:  THESE ESSAYS DO NOT CONTAIN RESEARCHED SUPPORT BUT THEY GIVE YOU AN EXAMPLE OF THE STYLE OF WRITING RELATED TO EACH TYPE OF PAPER.
Compare and Contrast Example Essay

William Gipson

McDonald's and Fox's Diner are two of the restaurants in Lake City, Tennessee. But even though they both sell hamburgers in the same town, they don't have little else in common. They cater to different types of customers, there is a noticeable difference in service speed, and every facet of doing business is handled differently, from the atmosphere to the food. 

These two restaurants do not compete for the same customers. McDonald's is located just off the interstate, so many of their patrons are not local residents. The restaurants are universally known. Fox's is located further away from the interstate. Aside from the over-the-road truck drivers who know the area, most of the Diner's customers are local residents. As well as targeting different customers from Fox's Diner, McDonald's also places more emphasis on speed. 
McDonald's makes job specialization an integral part of their operation. They crank meals out on an assembly line. They use computers to take orders, automatic timers to assist in cooking, and radio headsets to communicate. Even the color scheme used by McDonald's promotes speed. Studies show that loud colors like red and yellow increase customer turnover. With the exception of handling money, tasks are shared by the staff at the diner and there isn't anything high-tech about the operation. Fox's Diner is drastically different from the bland, impersonal McDonald's just a few miles north. The diner sits on the right side of a two-lane highway leading into town. The Diner serves both as a truck stop and as the restaurant for a small motel next door. The parking lot looks vacant until about five in the morning because it is large enough to accommodate a dozen tractor trailers. Years of use have left potholes and a patchwork of asphalt that resembles a moth-eaten quilt. 

The diner itself is a doublewide trailer set high on a five foot, cinderblock foundation. An aluminum awning extends outward about six feet along the front of the building. Underneath the awning, yellow fluorescent lights, which theoretically do not attract bugs, glow at night. They are mounted over a row of metal framed, screened-in windows. To reduce heating and air-conditioning costs, as well as keep the interior floor clean, an entrance was built about fourteen years ago outside the original entrance. Concrete steps covered with brown patio turf lead to the front door. Walking inside is like traveling back in time twenty years. 

Trans Ams, Lucky Strikes, and eight-track tape players are some of the things that come to mind when walking in. The white tile floor is always clean; however, it has yellowed with age and feels rough under your shoes because it has never been waxed. A counter runs half the length of the diner. Even though the stools that sit in front of it aren't permanently attached to the floor, they still sit in the same places they were in thirty-five years ago. So over the years, the counter has been worn smooth by countless elbows. Four booths are at one end of the diner.  The benches are covered in green and brown plastic, and they surround yellow formica tables. A jukebox also sits there, usually playing an old song by George Jones or Willie Nelson. A blue haze of smoke hangs around the lights. 

A room has been added to the far end of the diner. It holds a cigarette machine and an old Donkey Kong Junior video game that hasn't been played in so long that the words "game over" are permanently etched into the picture tube. There are also two pinball machines that see slightly more use than the video game. Four machines labeled "for entertainment only" are where the money is made. They are video poker machines, and they draw truck drivers, housewives, and anyone else easily addicted to gambling the same way an Indian reservation casino does. People come in with rolls of quarters and grab a stool. They get that dull look in their eyes. Some smoke like a freight train while others light up and the cigarette never touches their lips again. It just rests between their fingers and burns down to the filter. The winners don't get excited. They just walk to the register and collect their money. But they are few and far between. 

The same people have worked here since before I was born. A lady named Millie runs the place. She has a poodle name Midnight. Originally, Midnight was black. But at almost twenty years old, he's as white as a snow drift. Even when he was young, he could be found curled up behind the candy-bar counter. Maybe that is the key to his longevity. Once a year, Millie goes to the beach for a week's vacation. This year she went to Myrtle Beach while it rained. Last year, a motel in Daytona put a five-dollar charge on all the long distance credit calls she made. Her vacations are a big topic of conversation. 

The McDonald's in Lake City could be one of a million other franchises across the continent. Like many others, it is located just off the interstate. And like all the others, it has the same famous sign on two seventy-five foot, brown, steel poles that are in clear view for miles before encountering the interstate exit. The parking lot is well-thought-out and easy to navigate. There are no potholes here that could swallow a Minta. The asphalt gets an annual coat of sealant and large white arrows direct the flow of traffic. Concrete curving borders the pavement to prevent anyone from parking on the grass or the mulch where durable evergreens have been planted. 

Like thousands of other McDonald's across the country, this one has a playground to attract people with kids. It is surrounded by a wrought-iron fence to keep kidnappers out and children penned in. A two-story, plastic structure stands in the middle of the playground resembling some sort of alien architecture. It is made out of the same 50 percent consumer, recycled plastic that the roof tiles, trays, and happy meal toys are made of. This is "green marketing," designed to appeal to environmentally conscious customers. 

An automatic teller machine has been installed in the parking lot beside the playground. It belongs to Nation's Bank--a big multinational conglomerate just like Ronald McDonald. Not only does this machine make it easier to pay for a meal, it also gives a big bank the opportunity to charge one dollar for a service that is performed by a computer for less money than it could be performed by a bank employee. 

This McDonald's is as stereotypical on the interior as it is on the exterior. Instead of a jukebox, they have a television that is always tuned to the Country Music Channel. This gives the customers something to watch as well as listen to, so they aren't put into the awkward position of having to speak to one another. The Country Music Channel always features a new star, such as Ricky Lynn Gregg or Rick Travino. They sound like they are trying to have a hick accent. They don't sound like Johnny Cash or Willie Nelson; they sound like dime-store cowboys. They are like formica countertops that attempt to look like wood. 

The latest video games are constantly stuffed through the arcade in the front of the restaurant. Instead of paying with cash, these pay off with tickets that can be traded for a coke or a box of cookies. Just keep feed the machines quarters, and eventually enough tickets will come out. The noise can be nerve-wracking, but very profitable. 

Like all their other restaurants, this one is redecorated every few years. Nothing is permanent here, what looks good today will be dated and trendy in three years. Consumption on this scale is conspicuous and gaudy, especially when McDonald's never fails to advertise their recycling program. 

But McDonald's can't be condemned for being successful. They have done a lot of things right. Since they're a franchise, everyone follows the same business plan. This lets the customer know exactly what to expect whenever he pulls into McDonald's. That is an advantage independent restaurants will have to live with. 

But Americans do not support small businesses the same way they once did. The famous arches that identify McDonald's are a catalyst that people respond to like dumb animals in a laboratory experiment. Instead, we should give the little guy a chance whenever possible. Even though we cannot always support small business, we should try if the produce is comparable and the price is competitive. A car or personal computer made by a small business wouldn't be a good investment. But a house built by an independent contractor would certainly compare favorably to a particle board house built by Clayton Homes. And Fox's Diner makes a better hamburger than the soybean sandwich McDonald's markets. 

Cause and Effect Example Essay

Rebecca Patton

It seems like every little girl dreams of becoming a model. They want to be thin and pretty like the models they see on television and in magazines. Often the desire becomes an obsession and young girls see “thinness” as being a needed characteristic. For most girls, the teenage years are spent trying to acquire this look. Females are trying diets and are exercising like it is a competition to see who can lose the most weight the quickest. The obsession of many young girls over their appearance or weight has led to a growing number of people who have developed an eating disorder to try to deal with their lack of self-esteem or other related problems. 

Eating disorders are a serious health problem. Personal Counseling & Resources (2007) says that eating disorders “are characterized by a focus on body shape, weight, fat, food, and perfectionism and by feelings of powerlessness and low self-esteem” (42). Three of the most common eating disorders are anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa, and binge eating or compulsive eating disorder. According to Anorexia Nervosa and Related Eating Disorders (2009), a person with anorexia “refuses to maintain normal body weight for age and height” and “weighs 85 percent or less than what is what is expected for age and height”. A person diagnosed with bulimia has several ways of getting rid of the calories such as binge eating, vomiting, laxative misuse, exercising, or fasting. The person might have a normal weight for their age and height unless anorexia is present. The signs of a compulsive eater include eating meals frequently, rapidly, and secretly. This person might also snack and nibble all day long. The compulsive eater tends to have a history of diet failures and may be depressed or obese (Trachen 42). 

There are many reasons that can contribute to the cause of eating disorders. One of the main reasons seems to be the obsession over every little pound a person is wearing.  Sometimes low self-esteem or depression from any number of causes can usher in the eating disorder. Other times compulsive exercising can help shed the pounds but leave the enthused unhealthy looking. 

There are other possible causes to this widely known health problem. The media bestows a great deal of beauty and thinness on television and magazines that are viewed by many people daily. Everyone has the desire to look like the actors and actresses do but, in reality, it just will not happen for most of us. Abuse, whether it be physical, emotional, or sexual, can also contribute to the development of an eating disorder (Smith 48).  Such abuse to victims can leave them with a lack of trust and low self-esteem.  An unfavorable relationship a person has with others is also a contributing factor to disordered eating habits. The world is so competitive that any mention from parents, siblings, peers, significant others, or co-workers about a person’s weight or appearance can lead to the onset of an eating disorder. 

There really is no single reason that a person acquires an eating disorder.  Many factors are considered when making a diagnosis for a person with this problem. Causes like the ones mentioned above play such an important role in eating disorders. Is it really so important that in order to look like the super models people are willing to give up food and starve themselves to death for a little satisfaction on the outside? The look of a person on the inside is what really matters. 

Argumentative Example Essay

Dennis Gardner

The Internet is here to stay. Whether one lives in a backwoods shack or Silicon Valley, the potential of online communication cannot be ignored. In facing the twenty-first century, a fearless inventory of the role that the World Wide Web will play in global culture must be taken. This “phantom resource,” where web sites can shift and vanish like ghosts, should not lend itself to widespread application without careful examination of the specific functions it will be utilized to perform. The Internet is an entity without a master, and censure and discretion on the Web are left to the responsibility of the individual publisher. This means a student searching the vast fields of information that have flowered on-line may find pay dirt or fertilizer. Overzealous use of computers, even in innocence, to ease the burden of solid research in favor of convenience or for the sinister purpose of cutting costs, will reduce learning from a creative process to a point-and-click procedure, effectively diminishing students from social-learners to a cyber-tribe of hunters-and-gatherers relying on the ability of machines and the rote memorization of monitors’ displays. 

The blank countenance of the computer screen, the faceless teacher, is a frightening prospect of education’s on-line future. Information is present as print, yet the medium of transference is missing. The student may be receptive and the information relevant; however, learning takes place not by passive observation but in a dynamic whirlwind of uncertainty and intent. A student enters the classroom to learn, and another human being must provide the nuance, the animation, and the conscious feedback--in short, the simple bioactivity--to stimulate a student’s mind. The professor provides another lifetime of experience to contrast with the student’s own personal reality. This interaction alone breaks the constraints of personal bias and helps to form a skill vital to critical thinking: objectivity. In a formal classroom, the informality of the social scene is left outside the door and a new discipline of rhetoric and discussion is acquired. The human teacher, while not infallible, can explain different solutions to a single problem, demonstrate objectivity and understanding, and illustrate alternate approaches to obstacles. The computer can calculate and display, but a teacher can calculate and devise. 

Innovation is the ability to employ creative methods to solve a problem. How does one get it? Confronting problems directly and working through them is the only way. Education supplies not just raw data but also the strategies for dealing with that raw data, the template for forming this information into ideas by shaping it with innovation, and eventually the arena to use these weapons in challenging specific problems. Typing a command into a search engine or deleting an errant pornographic advertisement from a screen does not teach or even require critical thinking or innovation on the part of the student. Lessons hide in the process of learning--the cross-referencing, the questioning that is the lifeblood of the dialogue, and the discipline so important in the search for knowledge--not in the simple instant gratification in the click of a mouse. The ease of information acquisition provides the student with plenty of sources but hinders the development of a critical and flexible frame of reference to interpret this wealth of material. The computer can show but cannot teach. The student is left alone in a sea of information without a means of propulsion. 

If the student seems the scapegoat, portrayed as dull-witted or lazy, this is unintentional. Though “virtual education” is only a keystroke away, and these are possibilities, not inevitabilities, the Internet is powerful, and with power comes the potential for abuse, by the teachers themselves as well as the students. As the Web gives pupils the option to decrease human involvement in their education, institutions may choose to use the Web as the primary classroom forum in the quest to save money. The equation E=mc2 can also be employed when examining a College or University’s financial strategy. Substitute “$” for “E,” manpower for “m,” and leave “c” as it is to represent “time” squared. The amount of time faculty members work multiplied by the size of the university’s staff equals money exiting from that institutions’ bank account. Time equals money, but money saved does not equal comparable education. It is vital that quality face-to-face education wins out over cost-cutting measures. 

Machines work well with machines and people work best with other people. The human race is composed of a web of social animals. Human contact is essential for the development of quality minds. However, there are prospective students who, due to uncontrollable forces, find that a Web course is their only means of education. In this unfortunate circumstance, the concession must be given that any education at all is preferable to ignorance. But these on-line courses must be offered with caution and should not become the norm. 

The web can be an aid to education in the way that a calculator is an aid to mathematics. With all of the speed and number crunching ability of a calculator, it would be highly difficult to learn algebra directly from this device. In the same respect, the World Wide Web is not a means to an end. It is not the magnificent force that is the human intellect. The mind is humanity’s greatest asset and its refinement is humanity’s greatest achievement. The evolution of such a device should not be left to anything less than its equal. The intangibles involved in the shaping and growth of human consciousness--the excitement of sharing knowledge, the drive to communicate in the most effective way, the value of having a person take a personal stake in the education of an individual-- are without parallel. In the complex chemistry of education, the computer is just a tool. The true energy and force is in the experiment itself; the teacher is the catalyst; and the student is the reaction. 

