Noun Clauses

A noun clause is an entire clause which takes the place of a noun in another clause or phrase. Like a noun, a noun clause acts as the subject or object of a verb or the object of a preposition, answering the questions "who(m)?" or "what?".  The noun clauses are introduced by that, whether, if, or questions words. 
Noun
· I know Latin.

Noun clause
· I know that Latin is no longer spoken as a native language.

In the first example, the noun "Latin" acts as the direct object of the verb "know." In the second example, the entire clause "that Latin ..." is the direct object.

In fact, many noun clauses are indirect questions:

Noun
· Their destination is unknown.

Noun clause
· Where they are going is unknown.

The question "Where are they going?," with a slight change in word order, becomes a noun clause when used as part of a larger unit -- like the noun "destination," the clause is the subject of the verb "is."

Here are some more examples of noun clauses:

· about what you bought at the mall
This noun clause is the object of the preposition "about," and answers the question "about what?"

· Whoever broke the vase will have to pay for it.

This noun clause is the subject of the verb "will have to pay," and answers the question "who will have to pay?"

· The Toronto fans hope that the Blue Jays will win again.

This noun clause is the object of the verb "hope," and answers the question "what do the fans hope?"

· His story was interesting.

A noun phrase is used as a subject
(noun phrase)



 or an object.
· What he said was interesting.

A noun clause is used as a subject
 (noun clause)



or an object.
 In other words, a noun clause is used in the same ways as a noun phrase.
In: His story is a noun phrase. It is used as the subject of the sentence.
 In: What he said is a noun clause. It is used as the subject of the sentence. The noun clause has its own subject (he) and verb (said).


· I heard his story.
(noun phrase)
· I heard what he said
(noun clause)

In: his story is a noun phrase. It is used as the object of the verb heard.
In: what he said is a noun clause. It is used as the object of the verb heard.
· I listened to his story.
         (noun phase) 
· I listened to what he said.

     (noun clause)

In: his story is a noun phrase. It is used as the object of the preposition to.
In : what he said is a noun clause. It is used as the object of the preposition to.
Practice 
EXERCISE 1. Noun clauses. (Chart 12-1)
Directions: Add the necessary punctuation and capitalization to the following. Underline the noun clauses.
1. I couldn't hear what she said.
2. No one knows where Torn went

3. Where Tom went is a secret

4. We need to know what Anna wants

5. Do you know what Alex needs.
6. What Alex needs is a new job
7. I don’t know where she lives.

8. I don’t know how old he is.

9. Please tell me when Tom will be here.

 NOUN CLAUSES BEGINNING WITH A QUESTION WORD


QUESTION



NOUN CLAUSE
Where does she live? 

(a) I don't know where she lives.
What did he say?" 


(b) I couldn't hear what he said
When do they arrive?

(c) Do you know when they arrive?

In (a): where she lives is the object of the verb know. In a noun clause, the subject precedes the verb. Do not use question word order in a noun clause. Notice: does, did, and do are used in questions, but not in noun clauses.
  S
V





      S        V



Who lives there? 


(d) I don't know who lives there.
What happened? 


(e) Please tell me what happened.
Who is at the door?


(f) I wonder who is at the door.
In (d):The word order is the same in both the question and the noun clause because who is the subject in both.
         V    S

          S   V


Who is she?



(g) I don't know who she is.
Who are those men?


(h) I don't know who those men are.
Whose house is that?


(i) I wonder whose house that is.

In (g): she is the subject of the question, so it is placed in front of the verb be in the noun clause.*


What did she say?
                          (j) What she said surprised me.
 What should they do?                        (k) What they should do is obvious.
In (j): What she said is the subject of the sentence. Notice in (k): A noun clause subject takes a singular verb (e.g., is).


NOTE:
*compare: Who is at the door? = who is the subject of the question,
Who are those men? = those men is the subject of the question, so be is plural.
EXERCISE 2. Noun clauses beginning with a question word. 
Directions: Change the question in parentheses to a noun clause.
1. (How old is he?) I don't know  how old is he
2. (What was he talking about?) What he was talking about was interesting.

3. (Where do you live?) Please tell me ________________________
4. (What did she say?)  _______________________________ wasn't true.
5. (When are they coining?) Do you know___________________________
6. (How much does it cost?) I can't remember   _______________________
7. (Which one does he want?) Let's ask him __________________________
8. (Who is coming to the party?) I don't know ________________________
9. (Who are those people?) I don't know____________________________
10. (Whose pen is this?) Do you know _____________________________?
11. (Why did they leave the country?) _______________________ is a secret.
12. (What are we doing in class?______________________________ is easy.
13. (Where did she go?) ________________________ is none of your business.
14. (How many letters are there in the English alphabet?) I don't remember __________________________
15. (Who is the mayor of New York City?) I don't know ______________________
16. (How old does a person have to be to get a driver's license?) I need to find out _____________________________
17. (What happened?) I don't know ___________________________________.
18. (Who opened the door?) I don't know ______________________________.


EXERCISE 3. Noun clauses beginning with a question word. (Chart 12-2)
Directions: Work in pairs, in groups, or as a class. Speaker A: Your book is open. Ask the question.
Speaker B: Your book is closed. Begin your response with "I don't know . . . ." Example:
speaker a (book open): What time is it?
speaker e (book closed): I don't know what time it is.



(Switch roles if working in pairs.)



1.
Where does (...) live?
13.
What is ( . . . )'s favorite color?



2.
What country is ( . . .) from?
14.
How long has (...) been married?



3.
How long has (...) been living here?
15. Why are we doing this exercise?




4.
What is ( . . . )'s telephone number?
16.
Who turned off the lights?



5.
Where is the post office?
17.
Where is ( . . . ) going to eat 



6.
How far is it to (Kansas City)?

lunch/dinner?



7.
Why is ( . . . ) absent?
18.
When does (the semester) end?



8.
Where is my book?
19.
Where did (..) go after class yesterday?



9.
What kind of watch does (...) have?
20. Why is ( . . . ) smiling?



10.
Why was (...) absent yesterday?
21.
How often does (...) go to the library?



11.
Where did (...) go yesterday?
22.
Whose book is that?



12.
What kind of government does (Italy)
23. How much did that book cost?



have?                                                               24. Who took my book?   
EXERCISE 4. Noun clauses beginning with a question word. (Chart 12-2 and Appendix Unit B)
Directions: Make a question from the given sentence. The words in parentheses should be the answer to the question you make. Use a question word (who, what, how, etc,).* •;' Then change the question to a noun clause.
1. Tom will be here (next week).
question: When  will Tom be here?


noun cLAUSE: Please tell me___when Tom  be here?
2. He is coming (because he wants to visit his friends).
question: _________________________________________________
noun clause: Please tell me ___________________________________


3. He'll be on flight (645, not flight 742).
question:_________________________________________________
noun clause: Please tell me __________________________________
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EXERCISE 6. Information questions and noun clauses.
(Charts 12-1 and 12-2; Appendix Unit B)
Directions: Work in pairs. Switch roles after every group of five items. Speaker A: Your book is open. Ask any question using the given words. Speaker B: Your book is closed. To make sure you understood Speaker A correctly, repeat what s/he said, using a noun clause. Begin by saying "You want to know . . . ." Listen to each other's grammar carefully, especially word order.
Example: who \ roommate
speaker a (book open):
Who is your roommate?

 speaker b (book closed):
You want to know who my roommate is
Example: where \ go 
speaker a (book open): Where did you go after class?

 speaker b (book closed);You want to know where I went after class yesterday.

1.
whose \ that
11.
who \ prime minister
21.
when \ get



2.
how much \ cost
12.
which \ want
22.
where \ located



3.
what time \ get
13.
why \ blue
23.
who \ is



4.
how long \ you
14.
what \ after
24.
who \ talk



5.
what kind \ have
15.
from whom \ borrow
25.
how many \ go



6.
when \ you
16.
where \ born
26.
what \ tomorrow



7.
where \ last night
17.
what color \ eyes
27.
how far \ it



8.
why \ didn't
18.
whose \ is
28.
what kind \ buy



9.
what \ like
19.
which \ you
29.
how often \ you



10.
where \ the teacher
20.
why \ ask
30.
to whom \ give


12-3 NOUN CLAUSES BEGINNING WITH WHETHER OR IF
YES/NO QUESTION

NOUN CLAUSE
Will she come? 


(a) I don't know whether she will come.
Does he need help?


      I don't know if she will come.


                            (b) I wonder whether he needs help.


                                  I wonder if he needs help.
When a yes/no question is changed to a noun clause, whether or if is used to introduce the clause. 
(Note: Whether is more acceptable in formal English, but if in quite commonly used, especially in speaking.)

(c) I wonder whether or not she will come.
(d) I wonder whether she will come or not.


                            (e) I wonder if she will come or not.

In (c), (d), and (e): Notice the patterns when or not is used.


                          (f) Whether she comes or not is unimportant to


                                me.

In (f): Notice that the noun clause is in the subject position.
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Complete the following; use infinitives in your completions,
 7. I was tongue-tied. I didn't know what ______________________



8. A: I can't decide_______________________________
to the reception.



       B: How about your green suit?
9.  A: Where are you going to live when you go to the university? B: I'm not sure. I can't 
           decide whether _______________________________________________.



10.A: Do you know how__________________________________________ .
      B: No, but I'd like to learn.
11. A: I don't know what ____________________________ for her birthday. Got any
suggestions?
 B: How about a book?
12. My cousin has a dilemma. He can't decide whether _________________________ or
_____________________. What do you think he should do?

13. Before you leave on your trip, read this tour book. It tells you where __________________ and how__________________________________.


12-5 NOUN CLAUSES BEGINNING WITH THAT

STATEMENT


NOUN CLAUSE
He is a good actor. 



(a) 1 think that he is a good actor.
The world is round.



 (b) I think he is a good actor.

(c) We know (that) the world is round.

In (a): that he is a good actor is a noun clause. It is used as the object of the verb ; think.
The word that, when it introduces a noun clause, has no meaning in itself. It simply marks the beginning of the clause. Frequently it is omitted, as in (b), especially in speaking. (If used in speaking, it is unstressed.)
She doesn’t understand spoken English. (d) That she doesn't understand spoken 







  English is obvious.

 




(e) It is obvious (that) she doesn't
 understand spoken English.
The world is round. 



(f) That the world is round is a fact.


                                        (g) It is a fact that the world is round.

In (d):The noun clause (That she doesn't understand spoken English) is the subject of the sentence. The word that is not omitted when it introduces a noun clause used as the subject of a sentence, as in(d)and(f).
More commonly, the word it functions as the subject and the noun clause is placed at the end of die sentence, as in (e) and (g).


Answers:

I.

EXERCISE 1. Noun clauses. (Chart 12-1)
Directions: Add the necessary punctuation and capitalization to the following. Underline the noun clauses.
1. I couldn't hear what the teacher said.
2. No one knows where Torn went.
3. Where Tom went is a secret.
4. We need to know what Anna wants.
5. Do you know what Alex needs.

6. What Alex needs is a new job.
7. I don’t know where she lives.
8. It was wonderful that our team won the championship.

9. I don’t know how old he is.

10. Please tell me when Tom will be here.

